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Greetings families, 

I wanted to reach out and provide an update and share our 

appreciation of your support. I would like to express my gratitude to 

you, our families for your support of your student as we have created a 

very different looking school system in response to the pandemic. Our 

top priority continues to be student and staff safety, and it is extremely 

frustrating to all involved that we are unable to have students be at 

school at this time. I want you to know that everyone who works with 

students wants school to return to regular operations. Recent increases 

in the amount of new cases has made it very difficult to know when 

that might occur. 

  

I do want you to know that the School Board has given us the freedom 

to expand to include more in-person instruction for more small groups 

of students who have the most difficulty accessing their education 

remotely. While we take these steps, we are also expanding our 

support for those who do not have access to the internet. The Office of 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction has provided financial support 

through the CARES act to acquire hotspots to allow those families to 

access the internet. Hotspots only work in areas with reliable cell phone 

service. Elma School District will be purchasing the devices as well as 

paying for the plans for those families. OSPI will then reimburse us for a 

portion of those expenses. We will initially be contacting those families 

who indicated on our registration survey that they did not have 

internet access. 

 

Another topic I’d like to touch on is Eagle Sky Academy. We purchased 

the contract to work with K12/FuelEd due to the fact that it is a leading 
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provider of remote learning. We have been disappointed that they 

have not delivered with a timely setup of the program. I want our 

families to know that we have made it clear to them that the situation 

must be addressed immediately. Eagle Sky Academy parents will 

receive an email this evening sharing similar information. I want to 

thank them for their understanding as we work to resolve this. We will 

continue to provide updates as necessary. Thank you for your patience. 

 

Finally, we have been working with the YMCA since August to provide 

on-site child care for our families. They are planning to make this 

service available by September 28 at the latest. I fully realize that 

hosting child care on our campus will not make sense to many. Please 

understand that we are motivated by two principles here. We are 

obligated to follow state guidance, which allows for child care in our 

current stage, but does not allow in-person school for the majority of 

our students. Look for more information from the YMCA. We will be 

providing academic support to our students who attend child care with 

the YMCA and with other providers. 

 

I want to conclude by again thanking you our families for being so 

supportive through these trying times. The amount of collective stress 

caused by the implications of our school closure has been immense. My 

most fervent wish is that we can provide support to each other (as this 

community always does) and look forward to when we can return to 

being able to run all our regular programs.  

Please remember, even in a pandemic, it’s a great day to be an Eagle. 


